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FROM PASTOR BAR BARA:

Prometheus Trio
Sunday, May 2
4:00 p.m.
A concert in memory
of Mary Anderson
and to benefit the
CCC Food Pantry

The Apple Tree

The time is approaching. I leave on Sabbatical on May 17. I am
excited and yet have some fears and trepidations. What will it
really be like not having the 24/7 sense of ministry responsibilities?
Will I be able to use my time as productively as in my dreams and
hopes? And I will miss you and the day-to-day life of the congregation.
Sabbatical is a Biblical concept of rest and restoration after a period
of time. The original idea had to do with letting the land be renewed, but came to involve people. The workers, slaves were to
be released from their “contracts” every seven years. It was a time
to start over. For pastors today the idea is to spend time in a different setting, doing different activities, a different routine from the
norm. It is to be a time away with long hours of reading, reflecting,
meditating and contemplating -- pondering. It is also a time for new
and renewed experiences.
Sabbatical time includes continuing education. I (along with Bob)
will begin with a week at the Festival of Homiletics (a preaching
seminar) in Nashville. June 3-5 we will attend the Greater Milwaukee Synod Assembly where I will be recognized for 25 years of ordained ministry.
In June we will go to New York City for two weeks to observe and
participate in activities in vibrant multicultural congregations, to see
Cont. p. 3...

Friday, May 14
8:00 p.m.
An evening of fine
theater and good
fellowship with
Central City
Churches
congregations to
raise funds for the
CCC organization
Your donations of nonperishable food items,
hospitality supplies and
paper or plastic grocery
bags are always
welcomed by the CCC
Outreach Ministry.
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OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
A church where God’s diversity works

Church Council
Our Savior’s is a
member of Central City
Churches, Inc.

Phil Enockson - President
Miguel de Jesús - Vice President
Rich Young -Treasurer

and is a Reconciling
in Christ Congregation

Virginia Koch - Secretary
Paul Brynildson - Personnel
Mike Festge - Our Savior’s Foundation

Our Savior's Mission Statement
Our Savior's Lutheran Church is a diverse
As the body of Christ in this city we:
community of loved sinners gathered in the
celebrate the presence of the living God in
central city of Milwaukee:
our lives/ congregation/ community
created by God the Father Almighty;
and world;
proclaim the Good News of salvation in
redeemed by the blood of Jesus Christ;
Jesus Christ
united in celebrating God's act of salvation in
Word and Sacrament;
administer the sacraments of Baptism
called to be the body of Christ;
and Communion;
and empowered by the Spirit with a
welcome as sisters and brothers, persons of
variety of gifts for ministry.
any age/ gender, racial/ or ethnic
heritage/economic status, mental or
Our purpose/ as a congregation and as indiphysical ability or sexual orientation;
viduals/ is to:
act as a messenger of hope in the
be a visible and tangible sign of the body of
redemption of the city;
Christ in metropolitan Milwaukee;
empower people to live as children of God;
acknowledge the reign of God by living out
respect the witness/ insight and gifts of one
God's forgiveness, love and justice with
another;
all creation
support ministries of service to people in
and use the diversity of gifts given us by the
need locally and globally;
Spirit for proclaiming anew the healing
advocate on behalf of those who are opand liberating Good News of Jesus Christ.
pressed;
and establish partnerships with the Global
Christian Community.
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what can be learned that will help OSLC as we move more and more in that direction. In
the evenings we hope to catch a few Broadway productions, including a new rendition of
my favorite August Wilson play, Fences, with Denzel Washington in the lead role.
In July we head for Door County once again, with less company
than usual so I will have more time for reading, prayer, and
meditation. We do, however, plan to have the grandchildren
visit. In addition I have plans to reconnect with other relatives
that I don’t normally see.
After our original plans to travel back to Jerusalem and the surrounding area with a group
fell through (not enough participants signed up), we are making plans for travel on our
own. We will have assistance from Rev Mark Brown with The Lutheran World Federation, Bishop Munib Younan of the ELCJHL, and the new pastor of the English speaking
ministry at the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer in the Old City where I did my internship -- and the place our marriage!
The schedule may seem packed, but I believe there is plenty of down time in between to
reflect and absorb each venture. I am very grateful to all of the people of Our Savior’s for
having a great Sabbatical policy and for supporting me in this endeavor. I am especially
grateful to the Mutual Ministry Team which has helped me to focus and plan this time
away. When I return, we will set up times for sharing my experiences, learnings, and
insights.
It occurs to me that change happens -- sometimes more quickly than we realize. Who
knows what changes might come about at Our Savior’s in three months. I will be anxious
to return and see the evolution of this place where we seek to be a part of God's diversity
at work.
Pastor Betty will be available as needed for urgent pastoral care, even as she continues
her call as Pastor of Discipleship and Outreach. There will be other pastors supplying on
Sundays when she is off, and a variety of preachers throughout the summer. I am confident you will call on her when needed, without overburdening her or causing her to go
beyond her ¾ time schedule.
I pray, and will continue to pray, for your well-being, and that we will grow together from
this experience -- which is new to me -- but not to Our Savior’s. Pastors here have been
taking Sabbaticals over the past 30 years, so some people know what it is like.

☺

May God Continue to Bless and Sustain You,
Pastor Barbara
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Kaleidoscope RESPECTful Communication
Guidelines and More from the
Corner Kaleidoscope Team
by Penny Schwid
Our Savior’s Kaleidoscope team has
been meeting weekly for Bible study
since returning from the Kaleidoscope Institute training in early March. You will recall William Martin’s article in the April issue of The Messenger that outlined the elements of a
plan to integrate the techniques we learned in the training into the life of Our Savior’s congregation:
Being intentional about inclusion
Focusing on God’s Word
Putting in practice time
The weekly Bible study is helping us achieve these objectives. We use the techniques of
Respectful Communication Guidelines and Mutual Invitation, thereby including everyone
who wants to participate. The Kaleidoscope Bible Study technique of reading the text
three times allows us to focus on God’s Word. We have committed to meeting once a
week for 8 weeks, rotating leaders, so we are putting in our practice time to develop our
skills.
The Kaleidoscope Bible Study (KBS) and the techniques involved in its practice are helping us lay a foundation of shared experience that will support our learning more new concepts and techniques. We are practicing the KBS on Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. so
you may experience the techniques in action at that time. We are getting ready to expand
the KBS by starting three new groups. Over the next 10-12 months, everyone in the congregation will have the opportunity to participate in a Kaleidoscope Bible Study group and
to learn these techniques.
We pray that you will be open to the call when you are invited to join a KBS group
and that you will say “yes” to the commitment to meet once a week for 8 weeks.
Have you noticed people at church referring to RESPECTful Communication Guidelines?
Have you wondered what that’s all about? These are guidelines for communication that
the Kaleidoscope team is practicing. The team vision is that these guidelines will be the
basis for communications at Our Savior’s as we relate to one another in Bible study, in
meetings, in worship and wherever we meet and talk.
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RESPECTFUL

Kaleidoscope

COMMUNICATION

Corner

GUIDELINES

say and feel without blaming others

Participants in Kaleidoscope Bible Study are asked to
uphold these guidelines. We will print the explanation
for each letter in the next several Messengers, for your
information.

E=

R stands for taking RESPONSIBILTY for

R

= Take Responsibility for what you

Use Empathetic listening

S = be Sensitive to differences in communication styles

P=

Ponder what you hear and feel be-

fore you speak

E

= Examine your own assumptions

and perceptions

C

= keep Confidentiality

T

= Trust ambiguity because we are

what you say without blaming others. One
way to do that is to use “I” statements such
as “I think”, “I feel”, “I noticed”, “I wonder”, or
“I believe”. “I” statements help us claim our
experiences, respect our ideas, thoughts and
feelings. Using “I” statements also makes us
less likely to judge or blame others for what
we are feeling. Statements that start with
“you” often have a judgmental feel. People
who feel judged feel defensive and stop listening. Instead of “you’re wrong” when we
disagree, we can be more responsible for our
views by saying, “I have a different perspective on this issue and this is why.” “I” statements help keep communication lines open.

not here to debate who is right or wrong.

E stands for using EMPATHETIC listening.

From The Bush Was Blazing but not
Consumed by Eric H. F. Law

Listen not only to the words, but to the meaning and feelings behind the words. Try to see
and feel the world as the person who is
speaking sees and feels it. Ask clarifying
questions that will invite the speaker to explain more fully so that you can understand.

Our Savior’s Kaleidoscope Leadership Team
Pastors Barbara Rasmussen & Betty Baires
Phil & Wendy Enockson
Penny Schwid
William Martin
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Easter Breakfast Thank You to all!
Easter Breakfast Thank You!
BITS AND
The Parish Life Team would like to thank everyone that
PIECES
organized, stuffed eggs (oops- that was the Easter Bunny),
set-up, brought a dish to share, donated items, cooked,
served, ate! -and cleaned up.
We appreciate your efforts in creating an EGG-straordinary Easter Breakfast!
The Elaine J. Schneider family offers their heartfelt praise and thanks to Our Savior’s
and its members for your prayers, supportive telephone calls, visits and encouragement
during Elaine’s long illness and her death. We feel sure that she is in the arms of Jesus.
Your invaluable help strengthened and sustained us and Elaine in her determined stance
to live each day as fully as she could with family and friends surrounding her. God bless
all of you.
The Memory Quilt informational albums are now complete and have been placed on
the small table in front of the Memory Quilt in the church narthex. Thanks to Lolita Lukach
for this final phase to the Memory Quilt project that she so ably led. These 2 albums are
meant to serve as a reference to the quilt. The white album contains information about the
first four rows of the quilt and the light blue album provides details about the last four
rows. Rows one through four tell the story of our history; rows five through eight reflect
the music of our church, various groups or circles, family memories, and celebrations such
as weddings. Also, there were so many wonderful and meaningful letters that were received that needed to be preserved. It wasn't possible to include all this information in the
quilt, so these are included in the albums. It is Lolita's request that these albums not be
removed from the narthex without permission from the church office.
Renew your Luther Manor Auxiliary membership Sundays April 25 and May 2 in the
Narthex between services. Dolores Schruba will happily collect your dues, which are still
just $2.00!
Thanks to Outreach for Hope of the Greater Milwaukee Synod for awarding a grant to
help support the weekly Wednesday Prayer Service and Lunch.
ELCA Disaster Response thanks the congregation for $3300 in contributions for relief in
Haiti.
Thanks from Luther Manor Volunteer Services for the 93 dozen cookies donated by
members of Our Savior’s recently! “The cookies are a reminder of your care and concern
for the older adults we serve here at Luther Manor.”
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May
Sun

2
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Mon

Tue

Wed

8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Worship
10:00 a.m. Sunday School,
Coffee, Bible Study
4:00 p.m. Prometheus Trio
Recital

3

a.m. - 1 pm L&M Payee*
4 9:30
5 10:00 a.m. CCC Board Meetin
2:30 p.m. All Staff Meeting

6:00 p.m. Hi Hopes

4:00 p.m. 11oclock Liturgy Planning at Central UM
6:30 p.m. Camp Hope Plan Meeting
12:00 Prayer Service/Lunch
7:00 p.m. Finance Team Meeting

8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Worship
10:00 a.m. Sunday School,
Coffee & Fellowship, Bible
Study

10

11

12

6:00 p.m. Evangelical Outreach
Team Meeting

9:30 a.m. - 1pm L&M Payee*
2:30 p.m. Staff Meeting

12:00 Prayer Service/Lunch
6:00 p.m. 3AM rehearsal

& 11:00 a.m. Worship
16 8:30
10:00 a.m. Sunday School,
Coffee & Fellowship, Bible
Study

9:30 a.m. Leah Circle
17 Pastor Barbara’s sabbatical 18 8am - 5pm Health Care for the 19 12:00
Prayer Service/Lunch
begins
8am - 5pm Health Care for the
Homeless Training*

& 11:00 a.m. Worship
23 8:30
24
10:00 a.m. Sunday School,
Coffee & Fellowship, Bible
Study

30 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. Worship

10:00 a.m. Sunday School,
Coffee & Fellowship, Bible
Study

* Guests

Homeless Training*
9:30 a.m. - 1pm L&M Payee*
2:30 p.m. Staff Meeting

3:00 p.m. West End Landlor
Compact Meeting*
6:00 p.m. 3AM Rehearsal

25

26

9:30 a.m. - 1 pm L&M Payee*
2:30 p.m. Staff Meeting

12:00 Prayer Service/Lunch
6:00 p.m. 3AM rehearsal

31 Memorial Day—Church Office
Closed

You may contact the church o
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ng

h
rd

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

6

7

9:00 a.m. NA Group Meeting*
12:00 NA Event*
3:00 p.m. Youth Bible Study

8

9:00 a.m. NA Group Meeting*
12:30 p.m. Wisc. Injured Workers Dinner*
3:00 p.m. Youth Bible Study

15

9:00 a.m. NA Group*
Parish Life Team
3:00 p.m. Youth Bible Study

10am-1pm L&M Payee*
6:30 p.m. Diakonia*
7:30 p.m. Senior Choir

13

14

9:30 a.m. Quilting
5:30 p.m. Arts Team
6:30 p.m. Diakonia*
7:15 p.m. Senior Choir

20

8:00 p.m. CCC Fundraiser performance at 10th St Theater “The
Apple Tree”

21

10am-1pm L&M Payee*

22

9:00 a.m. NA Group Meeting*

6:30 p.m. Diakonia*
Peace Vigil
7:30 p.m. Senior Choir

27

28

3:00 p.m. Youth Bible Study

29 9:00 a.m. NA Group Meeting*
3:00 p.m. Youth Bible Study

7:15 p.m. Senior Choir

office or consult the website for up-to-date meeting and event information.

Tel: 414-342-5252

www.oslcmilw.org
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A Letter from Dana Dutcher to the OSLC Women
Former member Dana Dutcher is serving in Japan as a missionary through ELCA Global Missions. The women of Our Savior’s
have long supported missionaries abroad and are pleased to
have this new relationship with Dana. Here are some excerpts
from her last letter:
“Thank you so much for the letter, it’s always more exciting to get
a real letter as opposed to an email...I’ll try to answer your questions…
What prompted this decision [to become a missionary]: that’s a loaded question. Growing up in Milwaukee and being surrounded by such a diverse group of people especially
in the formative years of my childhood instilled a passion for other cultures and learning
about other cultures’ traditions and traveling. I grew up in the church and also felt a passion to serve God but was not sure what role to take. After a year of prayerful discernment, my senior year of college I applied to Global Missions for a position after I graduated. Asia has always been an interesting place for me, so Japan seemed to fit. So now
I live in Tokyo! Very exciting.
I have been here 6 months in intensive language study, which concluded March 5, which
means my real job as an English teacher is about to start. I have a few roles here. I attend/work at a local Lutheran church fulfilling whatever role is needed. It is hard to start
new ministries here, but I would love to do more outreach. I will also be an English
teacher at a dormitory owned by the church and again at a student center connected to
another church. I am very excited to start this new role and see what exciting things God
has waiting for me.
I will write more in my next letter. If you have specific questions, please do not hesitate
to ask! … I love writing letters, but in case anyone wants to follow, I also have a blog on
line http://www.danagoestojapan.blogspot.com Look forward to hearing from you! God
bless!
Dana Dutcher
1-8-1 Sengoku, Bunkyo—ku
Tokyo 112-0011 Japan
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A Stewardship thought . . . .
The following is one of those stories that periodically circulates on the internet. The story
is about a man who died and in his will stated that $30,000 was to be spent on an elaborate funeral that was in keeping with the way he had lived his life.
His faithful wife complied with his wishes. There were actual pictures with this story from
a funeral home in Alabama showing a man's body propped up in his favorite recliner,
dressed in new, silky pajamas, with a beer in one hand and a remote control in the other.
There is a pack of cigarettes by the ashtray and a football game is on the big screen TV.
When the service was over and the last guests had departed the man's wife turned to her
closest friend and said, “Well, what do you think, would Billy have been pleased?” Her
friend said, “Oh yes, I'm sure Billy would have been pleased.”
Then her friend leaned in close and said, “How much did this really cost?”
“All of it,” said the grieving widow, “Thirty thousand dollars.”
“No!” her friend exclaimed. “I mean, it was very nice, but $30,000?”
The widow answered, “The funeral was $7,000. I donated $500 to the church. The whiskey, wine and snacks were another $500. The rest went for the Memorial Stone.”
Her dear friend quickly added up the figures in her mind and said, “$22,500 for a Memorial
Stone? My Goodness, how big is it?”
“Two and a half carats.”
*

*

*

*

*

I like this story and I think it is funny but it also makes me want to weep. There is a thin
line between comedy and tragedy. The story shows us something about ourselves, our
values, our lives, our culture, our everyday reality that we do our best to hide.
Jesus once said to those who would be his followers,
“Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a person’s life does not
consist in the abundance of possessions.” Luke 12:15
Perhaps we ought to pay Jesus more attention.
Pastor Bob, Stewardship Ministry
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I Want to Help! Where Do I Fit In?
Here are some opportunities for you to serve God and God’s people
Next Door is excited to
celebrate our 21st Annual
Walk for Children on Saturday, May 15, from 9 a.m.
to noon. The Walk for Children brings together central city residents, and
friends from throughout
greater Milwaukee, to
raise funds and awareness for Next Door programs. Next Door empowers children and families through programs that promote literacy, enhance school readiness, build resiliency, teach leadership,
and foster self-sufficiency.
The 2-mile walk takes place in our neighborhood, starting at Next Door Foundation and
making a circle through the central city. The festivities include live entertainment, fun activities and prizes, and lunch for all registered participants. Last year, over 1,500 friends
and neighbors participated in the Walk for Children, generating more than $100,000 to
directly support Next Door Foundation’s education programs. This year, we look forward
to having an even stronger community impact!
All donors of $250 or more, or walkers who raise $250 or more in pledges,
are invited to VIP ‘meet & greet’ with Judge Mathis the day of the event.
For more on the walk, including volunteer opportunities, forming a walk team, becoming a
walk sponsor, or making a secure online donation, see Bob Seymour at church (Bob is a
veteran Walk for Children participant) or call NDF at 414-562-2929.

Join the OSLC Ministry Team that Reaches Out
The Evangelical Outreach Team Is leading the way in the forward
plan areas of WELCOMING and INVITING. The Kaleidoscope
training initiative came from this ministry team (with funding from Our
Savior’s Foundation). This team also supports the Wednesday Prayer Service and Lunch.
You are invited to join in the effort. Please come to the next meeting on Monday, May 10
at 6:00 p.m. Contact Bill Wood for more information.
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The Apple Tree
By Sheldon Harnick and
Jerry Bock
Benefit Performance
for Central City Churches

FRIDAY, MAY 14, 2010
8:00 PM
TENTH STREET THEATRE
628 N. 10th St.
(west side of Calvary Church)

TICKETS: $30 each
($10 of each ticket sale is tax-deductible and goes directly to
Central City Churches to benefit the Food Pantry!)
Three delightful one-act musicals written by three of America’s most celebrated storytellers (Mark
Twain, Frank R. Stockton and Jules Feiffer) make up an evening of pure pleasure. The Diary of
Adam and Eve starts us out on the first day of creation, complete with all the foibles of starting the
human race. The Lady or the Tiger presents a tough decision for a princess in love with a common soldier. The story of Passionella is a modern-day Cinderella story as an ordinary chimney
sweep is awarded her deepest desire to become a glamorous movie star – but at what cost? Best
suited for ages 10 and over.
To purchase tickets, you may call the box office at 414-271-1371 to order your tickets at
the fund-raising rate of $30 for “Central City Churches” . Tickets will be held at will call for
pick-up after 7:00 pm on May 14.
Contact Penny Schwid in the church office for more information.
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WORSHIP LEADERS FOR MAY SUNDAYS

Assisting

Sunday

Sunday

Sunday

Sunday

Sunday

May 2

May 9

May 16

May 23

May 30

Jane
BosmanClark

8:30 Hannah
McLean
11:00 Penny
Schwid

Paul
Brynildson

Gail
Jacobsen

8:30 Paula
Holman
11:00 Miguel
de Jesus

Reader

8:30 Dorothy
Kittleson
11:00 William
Martin

8:30 John
Schneble
11:00 Nancy
Young

8:30 Karen
Schneble
11:00 Penny
Schwid

8:30 John
Schneble
11:00 Josta
Renz

8:30 Cyndi
Benner
11:00 Bob
Foley

Communion
Server

8:30 Steve
Oakland
11:00 Jane
BosmanClark

8:30 Bill Wood
& Paula
Holman
11:00 Nancy
Young

8:30 Eric
Seymour
11:00 Paul
Brynildson

8:30 LaVonne
Williams &
Steve Oakland
11:00 Gail
Jacobsen

8:30 Jerry &
LaVonne
Williams
11:00 Miguel
de Jesus

Acolyte

8:30 Jane
BosmanClark
11:00 William
Martin

8:30 Hannah
McLean
11:00 Nancy
Young

8:30 Eric
Seymour
11:00 Paul
Brynildson

8:30 Steve
Oakland
11:00 Gail
Jacobsen

8:30 Steve
Oakland
11:00 Miguel
de Jesus

Sacristy

Jane
BosmanClark

8:30 Virginia
Koch & Marie
Loga 11:00
Rich & Nancy
Young

8:30 Judy
Pinger & Doris
Sorvick
11:00 Penny
Schwid

8:30 Bev O’Connell, Karen
Schneble
11:00 Penny
Schwid

8:30 Jerry &
LaVonne Williams 11:00
Penny Schwid

Gift Bearer

Westcott

Schultz

Pinger

Cason

McLean

Paul
Schneble

Jane Bosman- Paul
Clark
Schneble

Jane
BosmanClark

Paul
Schneble

Minister

families 8:30
Sound Room
8:30
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May Birthdays
Giese, Barbara
Ross, Joshua
Getman, Mathias
Sebesta, Jena
Waarvik, Julian
Mundt, Donald
Mullock, Lillian
Sandvig, Rick
Zimmermann, Josef
Krenzke, Kaye
Dehner, Jessica
Ross, Robert Jr.
Branch, Stephanie B

05/02
05/05
05/09
05/13
05/16
05/18
05/20
05/20
05/20
05/21
05/22
05/23
05/24

Czepulonis, Glenna
Menting, Christopher
Oakland, Shirley
Cason, Kyle
Palmer, Ginnel
Chossek, Walter
Lenz, Geraldine
Dargin, Randall
Ross, Joseph
Davit, Jacqueline
Seymour, Robert

05/25
05/25
05/25
05/27
05/27
05/29
05/29
05/30
05/30
05/31
05/31

Happy
Birthday!
May God
bless you!

Thanksgiving in Spring
The Board, staff, volunteers and participants of the Central City Churches ministries are
deeply grateful for the response of the congregation to the request for donations by March
31 for a matching grant from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. Because of your generosity
the CCC will receive the $10,000 grant. This money will go a long way towards supporting the food pantry and other aspects of the CCC Outreach Ministry, to benefit the 40-50
families who come each time the pantry is open for emergency groceries. Thanks be to
God for Thrivent Financial and all those who responded.

YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED
FOR…
Bud Waarvick
Bev O'Connell
Jan Quade
Debra Nelson
Teens looking for summer jobs

Deaths
The prayers of the congregation are requested for
the families and friends of our sister in faith.
Karen Andryk

April 1, 2010
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